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Dear Friends and Family, 

 We have now surpassed the 90 day mark and the rotation is now over 25% 

complete.  It has been a busy and eventful 90 days here in Southern Iraq.  The Soldiers 

of the Charger Battalion continue to work hard and they continue to impress me on a 

daily basis.  Almost on a daily basis, CSM Gill or I are pulled aside by members of the 

Provincial Reconstruction Team (Department of State folks) or the 36th Infantry Division 

Headquarters and told what a great job our Soldiers are doing.  We see it, but have come 

to expect excellence from the Charger Battalion, so it is always nice when someone out-

side the organization comments on our performance. 

 Over the past 90 days, elements of the Charger Battalion have conducted over 

725 missions, driven over 146,000 miles, cleared over 6891 miles of routes and roads 

with route clearance assets, and continued to advise, train, and assist our Iraqi Security Force partners while simultane-

ously setting the conditions for transfer of our mission to the Department of State.  On 28 April, the Iraqi Security 

Forces successfully completed Operation Lionôs Leap, the largest Iraqi Joint Training Exercise since at least 2003.  

The exercise highlighted the capabilities of the Iraqi Army, Special Operations Forces, Air Force and Navy.  Because 

of the work of many members of the Charger Battalion, the exercise was a resounding success, and footage of the ex-

ercise will be shown all over the Arab world on Arab media.  You may also see some stories about the exercise from 

AP, Reuters, or the New York Times.  Our Soldiers and staff worked tirelessly to assist with the development of the 

concept, production of orders, training the assault force, ensuring surface danger zones and maneuver boxes were used 

to facilitate a safe exercise, developing a communications architecture, confirming the mortar firing data and observ-

ing/controlling indirect fires, and countless other behind the scenes actions to make the exercise more successful. 

 Although they are attached to 2-82 FA, B Co continues to do great things supporting the combat training cen-

ter type event known as Tarib Al Shamayl.  They have recently completed the fourth rotation (2nd since our arrival) 

and will start rotation 5 next week.  The results of their efforts will be seen in Iraq long after our departure. 

 As CSM Gill and I conduct battlefield circulation, we constantly notice how different the Soldiers of the bat-

talion look because most are using the time to increase their physical fitness and the amount of time spent in the multi-

ple gyms by our Soldiers is impressive.    Our Soldiers are also conducting sustainment training when they arenôt on 

patrols to remain proficient on core tasks such as marksmanship, first aid, maintenance, gunnery skills tests, and com-

munications.  The goal is to continue to improve our skills and get better every day. 

 We have challenged all our Soldiers to set goals and to use this year to improve physically, mentally, profes-

sionally, and spiritually.  I ask that you engage your loved ones and ask them about their goals and how they are doing 

to achieve them. 

 I thank you all for your continued support.  I ask that you 

continue to keep us all in your prayers, and I ask that you continue 

to tell your Soldiers how proud you are of them.  I know I couldnôt 

be prouder of our Soldiers and their continued efforts to complete 

the Army mission in Iraq.  It is truly an honor to not only be associ-

ated with this organization, but to command it. 

ñAlways Readyò 

 

ANDREW T. POZNICK 

LTC, IN 

Charger 6 

 

 A MESSAGE FROM CHARGER 6 
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Friends and Family of the Charger Battalion, 

 

 Summer is quickly approaching and soon the kids will be out of school. 

Some of you may be traveling to visit family and friends. I remind all of you to 

have your vehicles maintained as recommended by the manufacturer and ensure 

you have it checked prior to any extended travel. 

 

 The Soldiers of the Charger Battalion have been busy. We continue to 

Advise and Assist our Iraqi Partners in order to allow our planned exit from Iraq 

later this year. As LTC Poznick and I circulate across our area of responsibility the 

hard work your Soldiers are doing is evident. We are constantly praised for our 

Soldiers competence and professionalism. We owe a lot of this to you. The Sol-

diers are able to focus on the mission at hand because they know that you are doing what needs to be done at 

home. 

 

 It has been an exciting month since my last article. Earlier in the month I went to COB Adder to par-

ticipate in the BDE NCO and Soldier of the Quarter Board. SGT Murrell from Echo Forward Support Com-

pany and SPC Schroeder from Headquarters and Headquarters Company represented the Charger Battalion and 

although neither of them earned the honors, they both put forth outstanding efforts in all areas of the competi-

tion to include the APFT, four mile foot march, a stress shoot, and appearance before a board that tested their 

knowledge. Both finished with the highest PT scores and finished first and second in the foot march. Addition-

ally, I check the Soldiers on a daily basis to ensure the morale is high and they have what they need to accom-

plish the mission.  

 

 As I circulate across the area of operations, Soldiers are working hard to get in shape or improve their 

physical abilities. The visual changes are obvious and they are hitting the weights hard. One concern is the lack 

of MWR equipment, specifically sporting items to include baseball gloves, footballs, horseshoes and such. Al-

though PT is good for them and allows them to blow off stress they need additional items to improve in the 

Grewolf Strong program that the BDE implemented since deployment. I have solicited for these items from 

multiple sources and should have some here soon to get out to the Soldiers.  

 

 I conducted the monthly promotion board that took two days to complete this month due to the number 

of personnel appearing before the board. The Soldiers knowledge of basic and leader task has significantly in-

creased and I expect we will develop a lot of young Soldiers into Solid NCOs. On the subject of developing 

Soldiers the Battalion will conduct a Battalion wide Charger Competition for four man teams from each com-

pany across the battalion. This competition is designed to once again test their individual and collective skills 

in their corps competencies. I will follow up on the next article on how well that competition went. It should be 

a challenge for all. 

 

 In closing the Soldiers are doing outstanding 

work, all of you should be proud of their performance. 

It is awesome to be part of this outstanding organiza-

tion and to serve as the Battalion Command Sergeant 

Major. "First Teams First String" 

 

DARRYL L. GILL  

BN CSM 

Charger 9 
 

 

 

 

 From The CSMôs Desk 
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HELLRAISER  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Hellraiser Families, 

 

 The last month here on COB Basra has had its share of memorable moments for your Sol-

diers in Iraq.  The battalion commander presented the Soldiers of Hellraiser with their combat 

patch.  The combat patch history dates back to WWI and has been awarded to Soldiers who have 

served their nation in a combat zone.  In addition to the combat patch we also awarded the first 

Combat Infantry and Action badges to PFC Arias, PFC Manka, PFC Oakes, SPC Martin and SPC 

Ravenscraft.  While we only recognized these five individuals, each and every one of your hus-

bands and sons have performed exceptionally over the past month.  In addition to conducting daily 

patrols in support of the Task Force, your husbands have been staying busy training, utilizing the 

DFAC for the four hot meals a day they provide us, and updating their facebook profiles.  I am 

humbled by the effort and dedication that they continue to put forth on a daily basis.  Last but defi-

nitely not least, we had to say good bye to our company XO, CPT Stine, as he is leaving us to go 

pursue his Masters at the University at Chicago. 

 

 

 

 

CPT Brian Panaro 

Hellraiser 6 

Commanding    
 

COL Crissman and LTC Poznick awarding CIBs to Hellraiser Soldiers 
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HELLRAISER  
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 The month of April has been marked with several sig-

nificant accomplishments and events. Apache Company, along 

with CSM Gill and LTC Poznick, conducted a Combat Patch 

Ceremony on 03APRIL2011; awarding its first time deployed 

soldiers the right and privilege to wear the 1st Cavalry Division 

Shoulder sleeve insignia, former wartime service (a.k.a. the 

Combat Patch). 

   

 The month has also brought a very proud and memora-

ble moment in the careers of four Apache Company soldiers 

cross attached to HHC/1-12 CAV: PFCs Arias, PFC Lloyd, PFC Manka, and PFC Oakes as they were 

awarded the Combat Infantrymenôs Badge. 

 

 Apache Company would also like to welcome the incoming commander CPT Micah Shockley this 

month. With the official change of command set for 01MAY2011, the company spent the first few weeks of 

April preparing for and conducting change of command inventories of the companyôs equipment and vehi-

cles.  Apache Company also would like to welcome 1LT Brandon Schmidt (previously of Bonecrusher 

fame) to its ranks, as he assumes the duties of Executive Officer in conjunction with the change of command 

next month. 

 

 Apache Company would like to extend a gracious farewell to the outgoing commander, CPT Neil 

Armstrong, Leigh Armstrong and the outgoing Executive Officer, CPT Andrew Sharp. Thank you for your 

leadership, guidance, and tireless efforts in caring for the soldiers of Apache Company. We wish you the 

best in the years to come.  

 

 

 

 

APACHE 

CPT Armstrong, LTC Poznick and CPT Shockley at  

Apache Change of Command. 
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APACHE 
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Bone Crusher Family and Friends, 

  

 We are continuing to stay busy and are now in the third month of this 

deployment.  Our company is now working to train the 2nd Battalion, 40th Iraqi 

Army Brigade.  This battalion is the best Iraqi Army Unit we have seen yet, and 

they soak in the things that we teach them.  So far, this training rotation is going 

much better than the last and weôre seeing our hard work and effort pay off with 

the Iraqis we are partnered with each and every day. 

  

 Other highlights from around the company include SPC Aaron Crouch 

being recognized as the Greywolf Brigade Warrior of the Week for the first week 

of April.  SPC Crouch is probably the most intelligent member of Bravo Com-

pany, and was responsible for spearheading a project to build a database of the 

road network in the 2-82 Field Artillery Area of Operations that is used through-

out the entire battalion. 

  

 On 8 April, our Soldiers who are on their first deployment or on their first deployment with the 1st Cavalry 

Division received their combat patches.  These were well-earned, and are a direct reflection of the sacrifices by each 

Soldier and his family members.  When you see your Soldier with his combat patch on, know that your support played 

a major role in him serving and deploying with his brothers. 

  

 We would like to welcome two new Bone Crushers and say goodbye to another.  Abriana Smith and Connor 

Tate are the newest members of the Bone Family.  Abriana is the daughter of SPC Smith and his wife, Jackie, and was 

born on April 6th.  We are looking forward to seeing pictures once SPC Smith returns from leave.  Connor is the son of 

SSG Tate and his wife, Dawn, and was born on April 13th.  Dawn has already sent us some pictures .  We are happy 

that both babies and their mothers are healthy and happy.  At the same time that we welcome two new Bone Crushers, 

we bid farewell to our Third Platoon Leader, 1LT Brandon Schmidt.  We know that he will excel as the A/1-12 XO in 

Basrah. 

  

 We would like to thank the FRG for your support of the men in the company.  We are going to use the Easter 

Eggs you sent us to have a company Easter Egg hunt at Camp Bone, and we appreciate your efforts to take care of our 

families while we are gone. 

  

 Please be sure to check out the company Face Book page under ñBravo Bonecrushers,ò where we post updates 

and pictures from Iraq every week.  This is the best way to see the most current information pertaining to Bravo Com-

pany and your Soldier. 

  

 Once again, thank you for all of your support for your Soldier and the Company.  We are working hard, play-

ing hard, taking care of each other, and miss you. 

 

 BONE CRUSHERS!!! 

 CPT Bryan Herzog 

 1SG Robert Lilly 

 

BONECRUSHER 
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BONECRUSHER 
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 As April comes to an end, Crazyhorse Soldiers are well 

settled into their environment and enjoying the brunt of the de-

ployment.  Following RIP-TOA the leaders of Charlie Company 

demanded improvement in every way conceivable, to include 

living conditions, overall organization, sanitation, and patrol 

awareness.  After several months of residing at BaOC and mak-

ing vast changes, it is hardly recognizable.  Some of the biggest 

changes have come from the ramped up force protection which 

has made incredible improvements.  One of the most important 

tenets to operating a successful JSS is security, and that is what 

the Crazyhorse Soldiers thrive in.  The entry control point is bet-

ter manned with more ammunition, an active ACP, a clearing 

shed for visitors, camouflage netting, and twice as many soldiers 

pulling guard.  1SG Cordero takes stride to maintain this high 

standard and has made sure not one facet of improvement slips in 

the least.  The three platoons under Crazyhorse Command continue to be successful in their missions which include 

providing support to the Stability Transition Team and conducting Counter IDF/IED missions.  1LT Deppa leads 

White Platoon, and continues to support the STT missions and go on the occasional Counter IDF/IED missions.  1LT 

Phillips leads Blue Platoon, and has kept a solid presence in the Crazyhorse AO conducting their majority Counter 

IDF/IED missions.  The final platoon is under 1LT Gallardo charge, is Gold Platoon which is an MP Platoon stationed 

out of COB Basra.  All platoons are healthy and well and have succeeded within their specific tasks to conduct various 

missions in and outside the city of Basra.  1LT Coviello is doing quite well as the Executive Officer, and enjoys watch-

ing his hard work pay off as he is completely devoted to the Company and making improvements.  Overall, everything 

is going well out at BaOC.  The unit is settled, the chow hall is fully functional, and mail has arrived in large masses.  

To the families back home, all of your mail is successfully reaching the Soldiers out at BaOC and they greatly appreci-

ate it. The unit morale is high, security is solid, and the missions are going well; the JSS BaOC could not be in better 

hands. 

 

 

CRAZYHORSE 

2nd Platoon ñWolf Packò 



THE READY  L INE  PAGE 10 

CRAZYHORSE 


